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Advantage, he thought, must first be taken of the weak-
nesses left in the Italian line by the strategy of De Bono,
which could only be repaired by his successor over a period
of time and which, in fact, took two months to straighten out.
De Bono's most resounding error was to use two of his
three front-line Army Corps for the taking of Makalle.
The only result of this disproportionate use of force was that
the First Army Corps of Maravigna, which had taken
Adowa, was left with the gigantic task of extending west-
ward along the Shire mountains to Axum, Selaclaca and the
desert region of Adi Abo . . . holding the fords of the
Takkaze southward over a stretch of nearly twenty miles
. . . keeping touch with the old head-quarters of the
Eritrean Army Corps to the east at Entiscio . . . protecting
front line communications to the south-east towards the
unconquered Tembien, " combed " but still shaggy. All
this while the other two Army Corps sat almost within
talking distance of each other around Makalle.
The Takkaze was the weak flank of the Italian line.
Makalle was untakable. Nor could it be approached or
encircled from the East, where the Italian position was also
strong.
Mulugeta was told that he was a holding force. He must
occupy a powerful position and simply by sticking to it
keep the Italians in Makalle.
He found Amba Aradam.
The Ethiopian high plateau is not a continuous table-
land. It is striped and torn by gigantic gorges which
divide it into a series of steep table mountains. These
mountains are called by the Ethiopians Amba, once part
of the undivided plateau, formed by erosion of rivers
through the channels which lead always to the great streams
of Ethiopia, the giant's trough of the Blue Nile and its
major tributaries, and the Takkaze. There are always
springs in the Amba sides, which cut other trenches down
to the bigger river channels. The whole mountain mass
appears to be supported by flying buttresses of the natural
rock. From below, the plateau of Ethiopia swings in
separate fortresses to the skies.
Amba Aradam lay, a huge platform of rock, twenty
kilometres south of Makalle. It was eight kilometres long

